l8o     LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL.
it was again decorated with its plumage, and a sponge, dipped in
lighted spirits of wine, was placed in its bill. When it was intro-
duced on days of grand festival, it was the signal for the adventurous
knights to take upon them vows to do some deed of chivalry, " be-
fore the peacock and the ladies."
* The boar's head was also a usual dish of feudal splendour. In
Scotland it was sometimes surrounded with little banners, displaying
the colours and achievements of the baron at whose board J.t was
served.—Pinkertotfs History-, vol. i. p. 432.'—scott.
1. 120. Stout Hunthill. 'The Rutherfords of Hunthill were
an ancient race of Border Lairds, whose names occur in history,
sometimes as defending the frontier against the English, sometimes
as disturbing the peace of their own country. Dickon Draw-the-
sword was son to the ancient warrior, called in tradition the Cock
of Hunthill, remarkable for leading into battle nine sons, gallant
warriors, all sons of the aged champion.1—scott. The poet's
mother was a Rutherford.
1.128. bit Ms glove. ' To bite the thumb, or the glove, seems not
to have been considered, upon the Border, as a gesture of contempt,
though so used by Shakspeare, but as a pledge of mortal revenge.
It is yet remembered, that a young gentleman of Teviotdale, on the
morning after a hard drinking-bout, observed that he had bitten bis
glove. He instantly demanded of his companion, with whom he
had quarrelled ? And, learning that he had had words with one of
the party, insisted on instant satisfaction, asserting, that though he
remembered nothing of the dispute, yet he was sure he never would
have bit his glove unless he had received some unpardonable insult.
He fell in the duel, which was fought near Selkirk, in 1721.'—scott.
1. 155. Bucoleuch's name. See note on Introd. 1. 53. 'The
Buccleuch arms have been altered, and now allude less pointedly to
this hunting,'whether real or fabulous. The family now bear Or,
upon a bend azure, a mullet betwixt two crescents of the field; in
addition to which, they formerly bore in the field a hunting-horn.
The supporters, now two ladies, were formerly a hound and buck,
or, according to the old terms, a hart of leash and a hart ofgreece. The
family of Scott of Howpasley and Thirlstane long retained the bugle-
horn ; they also carried a bent bow and arrow in the sinister cantle,
perhaps as a difference. It is said the motto was—Best riding by
moonlight, in allusion to the crescents on the shield, and perhaps to
the habits of those who bore it. The motto now given is Amo}
applying to the female supporters/—scott,

